Graphic Design at Deree - 10" Year Anniversary Celebration Program
“Looking Back, Moving Forward”

An Exhibition and a Symposium on theory and practice in Graphic Design

Organized by the Graphic Design Program faculty, Arts and Creative Industries Department (ACl), The American
College of Greece

Venue: Demos Center (Ipitou 17 B, Plaka 105 57, Athens)

Event Launch and Exhibition Opening: Friday 10, 18.30-21.00
Exhibition: 10-18 October (Friday 10 October: 18:30-21:00, Weekdays: 15:00-18:00, Saturdays: 15:00-20:30,
Sundays: Closed)
Symposium: Saturday 11 and Saturday 18 October 2025, 15:00-20:30

Wifi on venue

OPENING AND LAUNCH OF EXHIBITION

Friday 10 October 2025

Demos Center, 1% floor, 18:30-21:00

18:30 Welcome Address — Melina Constantinides (GD Program Coordinator, Co-organizer)

Design legacies: Founding faculty reflections
o Effie Halivopoulou
o Michael David Ochs
o Christopher Brellis
19:00 Design journeys: Alumni voices
o0 Alex Triantafyllou
o llianna Kapoutsou
o Marianna Torosian
o Una Sandic
19:40 “Honoring the past, shaping the future: A new chapter for Graphic Design at Deree”
—Marina Emmanouil (Chair, Arts & Creative Industries Department, Co-organizer)

19:50 Closing remarks and introduction to the Symposium days
Celebrating the Student Design Exhibition
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SYMPOSIUM (Part 1)

Saturday, 11 October
Demos Center, 2™ floor, 15.00-20.30

Graphic Design in Retrospect: A Decade of Shifts
Exploring how design trends, technologies, and priorities have evolved since 2015

15:00 - 15:15 Welcome & Opening Remarks — Marina Emmanouil

15:15-15:45 Keynote by Agni Katzouraki

Chair: Marina Emmanouil

15:45-16:00 “From manuscripts to kinetic typography: The evolution of roman
typography character” — Nicolas Kouniniotis

16:00 - 16:15 QR&As
Break (15°)

16:30-18.45 Workshop 1: " Innovation Remix: Design Thinking + Generative Al" — Katerina
Symiakaki & Melina Constantinides

Design Thinking offers a trusted framework for understanding people, reframing
challenges, and generating solutions. Generative Al, in contrast, excels at
remixing, surprising, and accelerating creative exploration. What happens when
the two meet? This workshop guides participants through the Double Diamond,
with each phase enriched by Al: research accelerated through synthesis,
ideation sparked by unexpected prompts, and prototyping supported by instant
visualizations. Alongside practice, we will reflect on where Al adds value and
where human empathy, judgment, and critical thinking remain central.
Participants are invited to experiment, adapt, and rethink innovation in a world
where humans and machines design together.

Break (15°)
Chair: Melina Constantinides
19:00-19.15 “H £&AEN TWV Ypad LKWV TEXVWYV ano to A oto I” - Mwpyoc Mapkakng
19:15-19:30 “AvtiAnyn, Xwpog kat o poAog tng NPadLoTikig e adpnynUATIKA

nepLBarrovtar» — EAlcABet KeAidou
Chair: Marina Emmanouil

19:30-20:30 Q&A and Closing Panel: Legacy & lessons: Reflecting on what we carry
forward from the past ten years.
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SYMPOSIUM (Part 2)

Saturday, 18 October
Demos Center, 2nd floor, 15:00-20:30

Graphic Design Futures: Practice in Transition

A forward-looking dialogue on contemporary approaches and emerging directions

15:00-15:15

15:15-15:30

Opening Remarks & Recap of Part 1 — Marina Emmanouil

Keynote by Vouvoula Skoura - “To pouppoUptoua atouc toixouc. H kpudn
TEPAOTIKN HaTld ota clwtnAAd Aepovodevipa”

Chair: Marina Emmanouil

15:30-15:45

15:45-16:00

16:00-16:15

16:30-18:30

18.45-19:00

“We are only human!” - Marios Linakis
“The future-proof kit for designers” — Chiara Aliotta
Q&As

Break (15°)

Workshop 2: "Next-Gen tools for designers: Unlocking creativity in
immersive worlds" — EA¢évn MNveupatikoU & Evangellia Kalliopi Stavroulia

Graphic design is changing fast. New tech, new cultures, new ways of thinking.
This workshop is a chance to dive into what’s next. Together, we will explore how
emerging technologies, including VR, and global challenges are transforming the
way designers work, create, and collaborate. From experimenting with new tools
to rethinking ethics and breaking boundaries, the session will spark fresh ideas
about where design is headed. Through open discussion and interactive
dialogue, you will get to reflect on design’s role in today’s world and imagine the
role you want to play in shaping its future.

Break (15°)

“Master the future of UX-UI Digital Design: Our new master’s program and
the IDEA lab” - Marina Emmanouil & Evangellia Kalliopi Stavroulia

Chair: Kalliopi Evangellia Stavroulia

19:00-19:15

19:15-19:30

19:30-19:45

20:00-20:30

“From static to dynamic: The evolution of design in the age of disruption” -
Alex Athanassoulas

“Designing together in the modern age” — Leonidas Oikonomou

“Designing with agency: Originality and critical inquiry in the age of Al” -
Maria Nicholas

Break (15°)

Q&As & Closing Panel: Speculative practices & the futures of design
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Abstracts and bios

Zuvoyelg mapouotacewyv Kat Boypadpika OptAntwy

The abstracts are listed in alphabetical order by the presenter’s name, in the language of submission.

Chiara Aliotta, “The future-proof kit for designers”

Abstract

In a world that changes faster than we can predict, how can designers stay relevant, resilient, and
adaptive? In this talk, | will open my Future-Proof Kit. Each tool of the kit carries a story from my own
work, showing how design can shift perspective, connect with communities, and plant ideas that last.
This is not about predicting the future, but about shaping it with purpose.

Bio

Chiara Aliotta is an award-winning designer, speaker, and founder of Until Sunday, a creative agency
driven by her love for stories, typography, and detail. With years of experience as a graphic designer, art
director, and brand consultant, she has shaped visual identities for global organisations and tech
startups while championing design-led storytelling. Her work blends classic tales with an instinctive
sense of what makes stories unforgettable, creating brands and experiences that move people. Born in
Italy, she now lives on the island of Syros, where she also curates her lifestyle project, The PatternTales,
with inspiration from her cat, Kissa.

Alex Athanassoulas, “From static to dynamic: The evolution of design in the age of disruption”

Abstract

The creative industry stands at a threshold where disruption and exponential change are both threats
and opportunities. Al, social trends and new technologies are reshaping how we imagine, design, and
deliver—accelerating processes while challenging us to redefine value beyond efficiency. Graphic
design is no longer about static outputs; it’s about systems, experiences, and stories that evolve in real
time. This transition is not the end of creativity, but its expansion—an invitation for us to harness tools
of transformation and shape a future where human imagination remains the compass.

Bio

Alex Athanassoulas holds a master’s in Civil Engineering from Aristotelian University of Greece and an
MBA with distinction from the Adam Smith Business School, University of Glasgow. He is certified in
Project Management (IPMA, Prince2) and Strategy & Innovation (ICSA) and is a renowned speaker on
Systems Thinking and ROl maximization. He is Vice President of CEO Clubs Greece, founding member
of its Greek and Romanian Chapters, and has served as Executive VP of the Romanian Chapter. He is
also President of the Sustainable Building Council Greece (SBC), Secretary General of the Greek-
Nigerian Chamber of Commerce and Technology, and President of the Hellenic Alumni Association of
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the University of Glasgow. Alex has published numerous technical and business articles. Recognitions
include Best European CEO (2015, 2018), International Game-Changer (2019), Most Inspiring Business
Leader (2023), and a high recommendation for the Postgraduate Leadership Award (2024).

Melina Constantinides (GD Program Coordinator, Co-organizer, Workshop 1 Leader)

Bio

Melina Constantinides holds a BA in Graphic Design from Deutsche Hohere Lehranstalt fir Graphic
und Werbung (Athens), an MA in Communication Design from Central Saint Martin’s College of Art and
Design (London), and a BA in Computer Science from Hellenic Open University. She founded busy b in
2007, a branding and designh company serving national and international clients, and has over a decade
of advertising experience. Since 2020, she has taught in the Graphic Design Department at ACG-Deree.
Her research explores strategy, design research, and management for social and business challenges.
She currently leads a project on SDG stamps at the Experimental Economics and Fintech Analytics
Lab.

Marina Emmanouil, “Honoring the past, shaping the future: A new chapter for Graphic Design at
Deree” (Department Chair, Co-organizer)

Abstract 1

Celebrating Graphic Design at Deree, 2015-2025. Since January 2023, the Graphic Design program at
Deree has undergone a period of thoughtful development. Methodological approaches have been
strengthened, emphasizing research-driven, reflective, and process-oriented practice. Socially
engaged, real-world projects have been incorporated more fully, connecting student work to
communities and current discussions around technology, ethics, inclusion, and (social) sustainability.
These changes reflect ongoing collaboration between faculty and students, building on the program’s
history while responding to the evolving field of design. The result is a curriculum that balances respect
for the past with preparation for the future, equipping students to approach design challenges
thoughtfully, responsibly, and creatively.

Marina Emmanouil & Evangellia Kalliopi Stavroulia, “Master the future of UX-UI Digital Design: Our
new master’s program and the IDEA lab”

Abstract 2

Are you ready to shape the future of digital experiences? Our Master of Design (MDes) in UX/UI Digital
Design welcomes students and graduates from diverse fields to explore the fast-evolving world of
digital design. Combining user-centered design, design thinking, digital tools, and immersive
technologies, the program blends theory with hands-on, studio-based practice. Central to the
curriculum is the IDEA Lab, a hub for virtual and augmented reality that fosters experimentation,
interdisciplinary collaboration, and real-world project work. With expert faculty and cutting-edge
resources, this program empowers students to innovate, create intuitive and engaging interfaces, and
excel globally in UX/Ul design, preparing them to lead in the evolving digital landscape.
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Bio

Dr. Marina Emmanouil is a multidisciplinary scholar with a background in the Performing Arts, Creative
Arts and Design, Humanities, and Social and Behavioral Sciences. Her expertise spans design history,
theory, and methodology, emphasizing participatory and co-design approaches. Having lived and
worked in the UK, US, Netherlands, Belgium, and Turkey, she has held academic and leadership roles
at Ghent University and lzmir University of Economics. She co-founded the design.Nexus Research
Group, managed the Erasmus+ T-CREPE project, and supervised multiple graduate theses. Currently
Associate Professor and Department Chair at ACG-Deree, she promotes inclusive, cross-disciplinary
collaboration and innovative, future-oriented design education and research.

EAwcdBet KeAidou, «AvtiAnlin, Xwpog kat o poAog tng MNpadloTikng oe apnynuatikd teptBArovtar»

Zovoyn

H mtapouoiaon eotiddel otov poAo NG YPAPLOTIKNAG OTN CUYKPOTNON XWPLKACG avtiAnyng kat
adnynuatikwy epmelplwyv. OLekBETeLS, K PUOEWC, ATTOTEAOUV TIOAUTPOTILKA AdnynUATIKA
mepBaiovta, O0Tou N ypadloTikn dladpapatidel kKaboploTikd poAo otn dlapopdwaon TNE EKOVAC Kal,
KAT’ ETEKTACN, TNG EPTIELPIAC TWV ETIIOKETITWY. M€oa amo tapadsiypata Kal BewpnTIKEG TIPOCEYYIOELC,
QAVAAUETAL O TPOTIOC IE TOV OTIOI0 Ol «ypAPLKEC ETUDAVELIEC» —WC ONUEIO TOUAC UAIKOTNTAC KAl OTITIKNG
olvBeonc- cuvdlapopduwvouv To eKkBeCLAKO TtEPIBANOVY, dlapopdwvovtag dladopeTikoug Babpuoug
évBeong kat eppuUBlong otnv adriyncn Tou Xwpou.

Bloypadiko

H EAlcdBet KeAidou eival ypadiotpla, utoPrdla diddktwp kat diddckouvod Mpadlotikng oto Tunua
MoAtiopikng TexvoAoyiag kat Emikowvwviag tou Mavemiotnuiov Ayaiou. H épeuvd tng eotialel otn
ox€on ypadloTIKNC, XWPLKAG adrynong KAt oTtTikAG avtiAnyng, He 0K evilapEPOV OTIC APXALOAOYIKEC
ekBEoelg. AlaBETel eTtayyEAUATIKN EUTIELPIA OTOV YPAPLOTIKO OXESIATHO HOVIHWY KAl TIEPLODIKWY
ekBEoewv KABWC Kat dladpacTikwy epapuoywyv. Méoa amod tn ocuvdeon Bewpliag kal tpdéng, dlepeuva
TTWCE N YPAdLOTIKN CUHBAMEL TN dlapopdwaon adnynUATIKWY TIAALGTWY, EUTIELPLWY KAl EPUNVEUTIKWY
duvartotAtwy otov Xwpo. Academic responses to emerging design issues, with a focus on method and
critique.

Agni Katzouraki (Keynote)

Bio

Agni (Megareos) Katzouraki was a pioneering Greek graphic designer who helped define modern Greek
graphic design in the 1960s and 1970s. After studying fine art at the Slade School of Fine Artin London,
she returned to Athens and co-founded the influential K&K studio with Michalis Katzourakis and
Freddie Carabott. Katzouraki created bold posters, advertisements, and visual identities for the Greek
National Tourism Organization and major cultural festivals, blending modernist minimalism with Greek
traditions. In 1973 she and Michalis launched AM Katzourakis, expanding into interior design, while she
continued personal artwork and children’s book illustration exploring time and memory.
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Nicolas Kouniniotis

Abstract

Massimo Vignelli argued that "Design is not art. Design is utilitarian, art is not." The point of all this, is
that graphic design is deeply rooted in society. From the shop signs of ancient Rome, to the stunning
typefaces of Aldus Manutius and Cloud Garamond, from the creator of the most famous typeface -
which was originally called Neue Haas Grotesk and then Helvetica- Max Miedinger, to the eclectic
typefaces of Parachute Typefoundry, graphic desigh and typography are always in parallel with the
needs of human society. But what is the future of this entire sector? Kinetic typography and modern
graphic design combine every advantage we can use (from motion graphic design to artificial
intelligence technology) in the name of designing prototype ideas. The future is completely different but
the rules are exactly the same!

Bio

Nicolas Kouniniotis is a Graphic Designer mainly interested in traditional Graphic Design but he also
has worked as partner in web design projects. He completed his bachelor's and master's degrees in
Graphic Design with third place distinction and focused on typography and editorial design but more
specifically, on the physiognomy of the typographic character. in addition to this, Nicolas Kouniniotis is
also calligrapher and graphic designs instructor and he has worked on many projects, as a freelancer
and in-house member in different companies (Creative Studios, Digital Agencies, Publishing), in
university projects and at festivals. He has won distinctions in national and European competitions and
for the last 9 years has been engaged in research on the typographic character and scripts of the
Eastern Roman Empire.

Marios Linakis, “We’re only human!”
Abstract

As intelligence technologies evolve, the things that make us human are thrust into the spotlight. With
rivers of data flooding our senses, empathy, curiosity, intuition, and invention become the focus of 21st
Century design both on and off screen. Here is a journey into humancentric design and humanity’s
most endearing qualities.

Bio

Marios is an awarded designer, tutor, mentor, and public speaker. Founder of agencies Signfica and
Sputnik Design Team, Marios studied Graphic Design in Brighton under Alan Kitching and earned his
Master of Arts from Central St. Martin’s College of Art & Design, University of the Arts London under Jon
Warwicker of design group, Tomato. Back in Greece, following positions at Michael Peters, OgilvyOne
Athens and Young&Rubicam, he and brothers Vasilis cofounded Linakis.digital and Sputnik Design
Team offering services to household brands in Greece, Europe and the Middle East from their studios in
Athens and Cairo. Marios is a recipient of mutliple D&AD pencils, European Design Awards, Red dot,
German Design, SOTD, Greek Design Awards (EBI'E) and Ermis awards. He has spoken at Eastern
European Design Festival in Warsaw, Behance portfolio reviews, Microsoft Devdays, Design Athens,
Digitized, Greek Graphic Designers Association Lectures and Athens University Career days and has
served as jury member at Cannes Young Lions, ED Awards, Epica, Greek Design Awards (EBIE), Local
Design Awards Romania, and Ermis Awards. Marios has taught graphic design and typography for over
a decade at Athens art schools and has shown work at EMST, Benaki museum, Etapes magazine, The
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Greek Foundation, AIGA Eye on Design, and Typo 365. In 2022 he teamed up with renowned design
publication +Design to create Design Masters, a learning platform offering masterclasses by leading
designers.

NMwpyog MapkAakng, « H eEEAEN TwV ypadIKWV TEXVWYV ATIO To A 0TO I»

Zovoyn

H mtapouoiaon mpoodEpel pla cUVTIOPN ETMOKOTINGN TNG TEAsUTAIAC OEKAETIAC OTIC YPADIKEG TEXVEC, UE
Hla JIKPR LOTOPLKH avadpopn otn HetdBacn amo Ti¢ avaAoyikec pebodouc oto DTP, tnv Yndlakn
ektUTIWeonN, To CTP Kkal Tnv avtopatomoinon Twy powv prepress. Eotiadel otnv avamtuén tng Yndlakng
eKTUTIWONG aTto PIKPA o€ Jeoaia Tipal, tnv €lcod0 TNE 0T cUoKeUaaoia, TNV avéavopevn ZAtnon ya
large format ektumtwoelg kat Tnv e€AmAwon Twyv web-to-print MAatpoppwv. TEAog, e€etdlel TNV
Tpoodatn APLEN TNE TEXVNTNAC VONHOCUVNG KAL TIG TIPOOTITLIKEC TNC YA TO HEAAOV.

Bloypadiko

Epydlopat 27 xpovia we ypadiotag oe kabBetomolnpevo tutmoypadeio avaloylkwy kat Pndlakwy
eKTUTIWOEWV. Katd tn dlapkela tng mopeiag Hou xw mepdoet arnod oAa ta otadla Tng mapaywyng eviumou
(HakETa, oeAdotoinon, dlaxwpPLoHOoUG, ETEEEPYATia ELKOVAC KAl TIPOETOLHACa ApXELWYV yLa EKTUTIWGON)
ATTOKTWVTAG fabLd yvwon Twv dladlkaclwy Kal TNG OpAAng pong epyactwy. Zhipepa e€eBLkeVopal OTOV
TIPOEKTUTIWTLKO EAEYX0, TN dLOPOBWGN KAl TNV TIPOETOLACIA apXeiwy, TNV TEXVIKNA UTIOOTHPLEN, KABWC KaL TNV
TIAPaKoAOUBNCN TNE TIAPAYWYAG TOU EVIUTIOU £WC TOV TEAIKO TIOLOTIKO €AeyX0. NapdAAnAa, ce cuvepyacia pe
pouaceia, exw acxoAnBel pe tn xpwHaTIKA 0L10pBwaon dwrtoypadlwy Kal apxelakwy Tekunpiwy. Eipat
eumelpog xprnotng Adobe CC (Photoshop, Illustrator, In Design), ESKO Art Pro+ kat PitStop Pro.

Maria Nicholas, “Designing with agency: Originality and critical inquiry in the age of Al”

Abstract

Technological shifts have always redefined how designers work, but they have never displaced the
discipline’s central purpose: creating experiences that matter to people. Al now presents both
opportunities and challenges, reshaping questions of process, judgment, and creative responsibility. In
this lecture, Maria Nicholas argues that originality and critical inquiry are essential responses to these
shifts. She emphasizes the importance of collaboration, emotional intelligence, and the enduring
principles of design grounded in human perception and engagement. Rather than yielding creativity to
automation, designers must use Al to extend their thinking while safeguarding the craft and originality
that define lasting practice.

Bio

Maria Nicholas is Director and Head of User Experience at Skillsoft, a leading American provider of
digital learning solutions with a global reach. She leads a team of designers, researchers, and writers in
shaping learning experiences for the workforce worldwide. With nearly three decades of experience
spanning branding, creative direction, and user experience, she brings a multidisciplinary perspective
to design leadership and practice. Alongside her industry role, Maria teaches user experience and
visual design and mentors design professionals as they develop their craft, expand their skills, and
advance their careers.
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Leonidas Oikonomou, “Designing together in the modern age”

Abstract

As design tools, communication platforms, advertising media—and now Al—become widely
accessible, the boundaries of authorship and control in the design practice are shifting. This talk
explores how designers can collaborate across teams, with clients—and intelligent systems—while
keeping the process open and adaptive. What happens when “the final result” is no longer fixed? We’ll
examine the evolving roles, challenges, and opportunities for a truly collective design practice.

Bio

Leonidas Oikonomou is an architect, designer and musician. co-founder of the awarded multi-
disciplinary design studio Role-Play, along with architect Roza Giannoulou. Since 2013, together with a
diverse team of creatives, they’ve been implementing end-to-end brand experiences that are
challenging, functional and engaging.

EA¢vn Mvevpatikol (Workshop 2 Leader)

Bloypadiko

H EAévn MNveupatikoL sival oknvoBETng, tapaywyog kat uttoPndla didaktopag oto MNavielo
MavemoTAULo, HE EPEVLVNTIKO VOLADEPOV OTIC TEXVOAOYIKA dlapecoAaBnuévec HopdEC ETTILKOVWVIAG Kal
TNV EIKOVIKN Tipaypatikotnta. Exel epyactel og dleBveig KivnuatoypadlkEG TIAapaywyEC Kal TTapdAAnAia
vAottolei £pya péow tng PNEVMA Productions, 6tou cuvduddel Tny TéXvn Y TNV TEXVoAoyia.
JUMUETEIXE 0E EKTTALOEVUTIKA KAL EPEVVNTIKA TIPOYPAPHATA, SNUIOUPYWVTAC -HeTaél AMwV- Bivteo 360°
KAl ELKOVIKA epyacThpla ya padnotlakd teptdiiovra. To £pyo Tng eotiadel otn dlAaxuon yvwaong, tTnv
avamntuén dladpacTIKWV EPTIELPLWY Kal TNV aflotoinon Yndlakwy HECWYV yld TNV eKTAidEUoN Kal ToV
TIOALTIOO.

Vouvoula Skoura (Keynote)

Bio

Vouvoula Skoura is a Greek graphic designer, filmmaker and multimedia artist whose experimental
designs, films, videos, and installations have been shown in over fifty cities worldwide. Born in
Thessaloniki, she studied Graphic Arts at the Doxiadis Schools (Athens Technological Institiute, ATI) in
Athens, pursued art history in London during the Greek junta, and later earned a postgraduate diploma
in computer graphics for video at Middlesex Polytechnic. Skoura’s acclaimed works include Inner
Migration (1984), Skoria Fotos (1989), and the award-winning documentary Etel Adnan: Words in Exile
(2008). She has collaborated with major cultural institutions such as the Athens Concert Hall and
regional theatres. In 2009 she received the Greek Graphic Designers Association’s Lifetime
Achievement Award.
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Evangellia Kalliopi Stavroulia (Workshop 2 Leader, Co-organizer)

Bio

Dr. Kalliopi-Evangelia Stavroulia is an Instructor of the Graphic Design Department at The American
College of Greece and is a Post-doctoral Researcher at CYENS Centre of Excellence in Cyprus. She
holds a Ph.D. in the field of Virtual Reality (VR) implementation in education obtained from the
Department of Multimedia and Graphic Arts of the Cyprus University of Technology. Kalliopi holds an
MSc in the Design and Development of Computer Games and Interactive Technologies obtained from
the Cyprus University of Technology and the University of Cyprus (2016). She also holds a Master of Arts
in Education (Education Sciences) with distinction acquired from Roehampton University of London
and The Higher School of Pedagogical and Technological Education-ASPETE (2010). Between 2003-
2007 she completed a bachelor’s degree in International and European Studies at Panteion University
of Athens. She has significant expertise in EU-funded projects, she has attended and participated in
workshops, seminars and conferences and her work has been published in journals, edited books and
conference proceedings.

Katerina Symiakaki (Workshop 1 Leader)

Bio

Katerina Symiakaki is a Design Thinking educator with over seventeen years of experience in
Athens and London, working in marketing, brand strategy, and innovation. She holds an MAin
Innovation Management from Central Saint Martins and teaches Design Thinking at Deree -
The American College of Greece, guiding students to develop human-centered solutions
through creativity and design research. Passionate about connecting insight with impact, she
brings an interdisciplinary approach that bridges strategy, empathy, and experimentation to
foster meaningful innovation. She also holds a BSc in Dietetics and has applied Design
Thinking principles to create her own wellness business, Joy by Katerina.
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