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Introduction

● Brief Background 
● Middle school OLP class with eight students of grade 6 
● The primary goal is to improve reading comprehension skills amidst a 

range of learning disabilities such as dyslexia, ADHD, and executive 
functioning difficulties. 

● Physical barriers are minimal. 
● The class exhibits diverse learning preferences, including visual, 

auditory, and kinesthetic styles, and varying abilities in decoding and 
comprehension. 

● However, strengths such as resilience, technology proficiency, 
self-regulation, and a natural curiosity offer a foundation for growth. 

● The intervention aims to personalize instruction.



Enhancing Reading Comprehension for Diverse Learners: 
Strategies and Interventions for Middle School Students"

Workshop Overview

● share effective strategies and interventions for improving reading 
comprehension skills among middle school students with diverse 
learning needs. 

● Participants will explore a blended learning approach, utilizing the 
"Read Naturally" program and summarization skills assessment 
techniques

● support students with learning disabilities such as dyslexia, ADHD, 
and executive functioning difficulties.





 Understanding Learner Characteristics and Barriers 

Visual Learners:

● Example: A student with dyslexia might struggle with decoding text but could benefit significantly from 
visual aids like charts, diagrams, and videos to understand concepts. For instance, using graphic 
organizers to map out the main ideas and details of a reading passage can help them grasp and retain 
information more effectively.

Auditory Learners:

● Example: A student with ADHD might find it difficult to focus on written text but could excel when 
information is presented verbally. Using audiobooks, podcasts, and verbal instructions can cater to 
their strengths. Listening to a story and discussing its main points aloud can help them engage with and 
comprehend the material.

Kinesthetic Learners:

● Example: A kinesthetic learner, who might have executive functioning difficulties, benefits from 
movement-based learning. Activities such as role-playing a story, using physical objects to represent 
characters or events, or even moving around while discussing a text can help them better understand and 
remember the content.



 Understanding Learner Characteristics and Barriers 

Collaborative Learners:

● Example: Some students might struggle with individual tasks but thrive in group settings. 
For instance, a student with social anxiety could become more engaged and confident 
when working with peers to analyze a text and share ideas, thereby improving their 
comprehension and critical thinking skills through collaboration.

Preference for Personalization and Choice:

● Example: Allowing students to choose their reading materials based on interests can 
increase engagement. A student who loves science might prefer reading scientific articles 
or biographies of scientists, which can motivate them to apply reading strategies and 
improve their comprehension skills.



Examples:



              



 Setting clear, measurable goals for reading interventions is crucial as it 

● provides a structured framework that guides both instruction and assessment
● understand the specific skills and knowledge to be developed, such as improving phonological 

awareness, decoding skills, or inferential comprehension. 
● Measurable objectives allow for the tracking of progress over time, enabling timely adjustments to 

strategies and interventions based on data-driven insights. 
● This structured approach not only fosters accountability but also enhances motivation, as 

students can see their progress and are encouraged by achievable milestones. 

Specific objectives : Learning objective #1: Students will be able to identify main ideas, locate supporting 
details and as evidenced by consistently achieving a score of 80% or higher on reading comprehension 
assessments administered throughout the semester.

Learning objective #2: Students will be able to summarize texts accurately and concisely , demonstrated 
by producing summaries that capture the main ideas and key details of the text with  at least 
80%accuracy 

Developing Goals and Learning Objectives 



Blended learning is an educational approach that combines traditional face-to-face classroom instruction with 
online learning activities. This hybrid model leverages the strengths of both in-person and digital environments to 
create a more flexible and personalized learning experience. Blended learning typically involves a mix of 
synchronous (real-time) and asynchronous (self-paced) components, allowing students to engage with the material 
in various ways.

Benefits of Blended Learning

1. Personalized Learning: Blended learning allows for individualized instruction tailored to each student's 
needs, learning styles, and pace. This personalization helps address diverse learning preferences and 
abilities, leading to better student engagement and comprehension.

2. Flexibility and Accessibility: Students can access online resources and coursework at any time, making it 
easier to fit learning into their schedules. This flexibility is particularly beneficial for students with varying 
levels of prior knowledge or those who need to review materials multiple times.

3. Enhanced Engagement: The integration of multimedia elements such as videos, interactive simulations, and 
online discussions can make learning more engaging and dynamic. This variety helps maintain student 
interest and motivation.

4. Immediate Feedback: Online assessments and quizzes can provide instant feedback, helping students 
understand their progress and identify areas needing improvement. This immediate response can lead to 
more timely and effective interventions.

Blended Learning



1. Collaborative Learning: Blended learning environments often include 
opportunities for collaborative projects and peer interactions through online 
forums, group work, and discussion boards. 

2. Resource Availability: Online platforms provide access to a wealth of 
resources, including digital textbooks, research articles, and educational tools. 

3. Teacher Efficiency: By utilizing online tools for assignments, assessments, and 
administrative tasks, teachers can save time and focus more on personalized 
instruction and student support..

4. Scalability: Blended learning can be easily scaled to accommodate larger 
groups of students without compromising the quality of education. 

 

Blended Learning



Monday: In-Class Instruction

○ Teacher-led discussion on the week's reading passage.
○ Introduction to key vocabulary and comprehension strategies (e.g., summarizing, predicting, questioning).
○ Group activity: students read the passage together and discuss initial thoughts.

Tuesday: Online Activities

○ Students log into an online learning platform (e.g., Google Classroom).
○ Complete interactive exercises such as quizzes, games, and puzzles focused on the reading passage.
○ Use of multimedia resources like videos or audio versions of the text to reinforce understanding.

Wednesday: In-Class Group Work

○ Small group discussions to dive deeper into the text.
○ Group activities like creating story maps, discussing character motivations, and exploring themes.
○ Peer-to-peer teaching: students explain parts of the text to each other.

Blended Learning



Thursday: Online Writing and Reflection

○ Students write a short reflection or summary of the 
week's reading passage.

○ Answer comprehension questions or prompts 
provided by the teacher.

○ Use an online platform for submissions (e.g., Google 
Docs, a class blog).

Friday: In-Class Review and Assessment

○ Teacher-led review session covering key points and 
strategies from the week.

○ Students take a short comprehension quiz (could be 
digital or paper-based).

○ Discuss answers and clarify misunderstandings.
○ Celebrate successes and provide feedback on both 

in-class and online activities.



  Assessments       
    Formative Assessments

1. Online Quizzes and Polls:
○ Tools: Platforms like Google Forms, Kahoot, or Quizizz.
○ Purpose: Test understanding of specific reading passages or vocabulary, 

providing immediate feedback.
○ Discussion Boards and Forums:
○ Tools: Discussion boards (e.g., Canvas, Moodle) or tools like Padlet.
○ Purpose: Facilitate discussions about reading materials, allowing students to 

express their interpretations and engage with peers.
2. Digital Annotations and Notes:

○ Tools: Google Docs.
○ Purpose: Assess students' ability to highlight key information and make notes 

on digital texts.
3. Exit Tickets:

○ Tools: Digital forms or response systems like Socrative.
○ Purpose: Collect quick, reflective responses on reading assignments to assess 

comprehension and retention.
4. Reading Logs and Journals:

○ Tools: Online journals or blogs.
○ Purpose: Encourage students to track their reading progress and reflect on 

their comprehension and engagement with texts.

           
     



Assessments       

  
Peer and Self-Assessments

1.  Peer Reviews:
○ Tools: Collaborative tools Google Docs comments.
○ Purpose: Allow students to review each other's summaries or analyses of reading materials, 

providing feedback and fostering collaborative learning.
2. Self-Reflection and Assessment:

○ Tools: Digital self-assessment forms or journals.
○ Purpose: Encourage students to reflect on their reading comprehension progress and set 

goals for improvement.
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Read Naturally

Purpose: A reading intervention program designed to improve reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary.

Target Audience: K-12 students struggling with reading, including those with dyslexia or reading disabilities.

Core Method: Combines teacher modeling, repeated reading, and progress monitoring.

Delivery: Available as printed materials or online software (Read Naturally Live).

Process:

1. Students select a story at their reading level.
2. Read along while listening to an audio model of the story (teacher modeling).
3. Practice reading the story independently (repeated reading).
4. Answer comprehension questions.
5. Track progress through fluency and comprehension assessments.

Key Goals: Improve speed, accuracy, expression, and understanding in reading.

Levels: Differentiated by difficulty, allowing students to progress at their own pace.



Website: http://e-meletis.minedu.gov.gr

Website: https://eclass.sch.gr

Website: http://ebooks.edu.gr

Website: https://photodentro.edu.gr 
Website: http://e-epimorfosi.minedu.gov.gr
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                                                   Summary 

                Key Points of Inclusion and Blended Learning 

1) Recognizing that students have different learning styles, abilities, and needs.

2) Tailoring instruction to meet individual needs, including students with disabilities or learning difficulties 

3) Use of technology, aides, and specialized programs to support learning for diverse students.

4) Students engage with content both in the classroom and through online platforms.

5) Allows for self-paced, individualized learning experiences where students can progress at their own rate.

6) Continuous assessment through quizzes, assignments, and participation logs informs instructional adjustments.


