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CATALOG  
DESCRIPTION: 

Exploration of the role of sound and acoustics in theatre performance.  
Sound events as an intrinsic aspect of a play’s dramaturgy.  The 
relationship of sound and space, sound & technology and the theatrical 
presence of performers and objects on stage. Historical analysis of 
sound and music within theatre works. Overview of the techniques and 
the tools of sound design and the sound designer's role in the 
collaborative design process in the theatre setting. 

RATIONALE: Opportunity to build a portfolio of practice in preparation to enter into 
professional practice.   

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 1. Analyze a dramatic script and identify elements of sounds to 
complement the script. 

2. Develop a method of understanding sound and sound design. 

3. Relate terms and techniques of contemporary sound design to 
practice. 

4. Plan and design the sound components of a dramatic text both 
live and mediatized  

5. Utilize basic technology (program tbc) for the creation of 
soundscapes for the theatre.  

METHOD OF TEACHING AND 
LEARNING:  

In congruence with the teaching and learning strategy of the college, 
the following tools are used: 
 
 Class lectures, interactive learning (class discussions, group work), 

and video presentations. 
 

 Workshops 
 

 Office hours: students are encouraged to make full use of 
instructor’s office hours for questions, to see their exams/papers, 
and/or go over lecture material. 
 

 Use of a Blackboard site where lecture notes, assignment 
instructions, announcements, and other materials related to the 
module are posted.  

 

ASSESSMENT: Summative: 

 Portfolio of research into sound and analysis of 
dramatic text, demonstrating opportunities for 
sound.  

 
40% 

Final production of soundscape 60%  

 
 
 
Formative: 

Design plan 0 

‘listening’ journal 0 

 
The formative ‘Plan, Journal” aim to prepare students for the 
examination. 
The  Portfolio of research  tests Learning Outcomes  1,2,3  
The  Final production of soundscape   tests Learning Outcomes 4,5 

INDICATIVE READING: REQUIRED READING: 
 



 

Kaye, Deena C & James LeBrecht, Sound and Music for the Theatre: 
The Art & Technique of Design, New York & London:  Focal Press, 
2009  
 
RECOMMENDED READING: 
Bracewell, John. Sound Design in the Theatre. Englewood Cliffs, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1992. 
 
Burris-Meyer, Harold. Sound in the Theatre. New York: Theatre Arts 
Books, 1979. 
 

INDICATIVE MATERIAL: 
(e.g. audiovisual, digital material, 
etc.) 

REQUIRED MATERIAL:   

Sounds on the Web - Theatre Sound Design Rersources 
http://www.richmondsounddesign.com/ts/sow.html 

RECOMMENDED MATERIAL: 
Audio Network http://www.audiolicense.net/about/default.asp  
Find Sounds http://www.findsounds.com/  
FreeSound Project http://freesound.iua.upf.edu/searchText.php  
Music Match http://www.musicmatch.com  
Naxos Music Library http://minduluth.naxosmusiclibrary.com/default.asp  
North American Birds http://www.naturesongs.com/birds.html  
Public Radio Music Source http://www.75music.org/  
Soundogs.com http://www.sounddogs.com/start.asp  
Sound Ideas http://sound-ideas.com/  
The Wav Place - Computer Voices and Sounds 
http://www.wavplace.com/comf.htm  
Winamp http://www.winamp.com 

COMMUNICATION 
REQUIREMENTS: 

Word 

SOFTWARE 
REQUIREMENTS: 

tbc 

WWW RESOURCES: To be made available via Blackboard 

INDICATIVE CONTENT: 1.  History of sound in theatre and performance. 
2. Theatre acoustics. 
3. Foundations of sound design for the theatre. 
4. Analyzing a dramatic script as a sound score. 
5. Developing a concept for sound in a theatre performance. 
6. Recording and editing. 
7. Researching ‘live’ sound for the stage. 
8. Working with a team. 
9. Running a show:  cues, rehearsals. 



 
 


