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 (Updated: Fall 2025) 
 

PREREQUISITES: n/a 

CATALOG  
DESCRIPTION: 

Examination of central myths of ancient Greece and Rome; analysis of 
key themes, characters, and cultural significance; study of literary and 
visual sources; exploration of myth and ancient worldviews; 
consideration of modern receptions; interpretation of myth as reflection 
of social values, religious beliefs, and historical change in Classical 
Antiquity. 

RATIONALE: This course offers students from all disciplines an accessible entry point 
into classical antiquity. By exploring timeless stories that have shaped 
Western literature, art, and philosophy, students develop critical 
thinking, cultural literacy, and comparative analytical skills. Engaging 
with mythology enhances students’ ability to interpret symbolic 
language, recognize enduring cultural patterns, and appreciate the 
global influence of classical traditions across time and disciplines 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: As a result of taking this course, the student should be able to: 

1. Outline key evidence for a range of mythological figures and 
narratives in the Greco-Roman world. 

2. Utilize interchangeably textual and material evidence to analyze 
classical cultural mores and worldviews. 

3. Examine how these mythologies were used differently by 

different authors and artists in the societies that created      them. 

4. Discuss the influence and continuing relevance of Classical 

mythology in our world today. 

METHOD OF TEACHING AND 
LEARNING:  

In congruence with the teaching and learning strategy of the college, the 
following tools are used: 

• Lectures and class discussions including close reading and analysis 
of excerpts from classical literature 

• Homework assignments. 

• Office hours held by the instructor to provide further assistance to 
students. 

• Use of library facilities for further study and preparation for the 
exams 

• Use of the Blackboard course management platform to further 
support communication, by posting lecture notes, assignment 
instruction, timely announcements, formative quizzes and online 
submission of assignments. 

ASSESSMENT: Summative: 

1st assessment: Class participation 10%  

2nd assessment: In class midterm examination 
(comprehensive) 

40% 

Final assessment: In class final examination 
(comprehensive) 

50% 



 

 
Formative: 

In class exercises on textual and visual evidence 0 

  

 
The formative assessment aims to prepare students for the summative 
assessments. 
The first assessment tests Learning Outcome  4 
The second assessment tests Learning Outcomes  1, 2, 3 
The final assessment tests Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
The final grade for this module will be determined by averaging all 
summative assessment grades, based on the predetermined weights for 
each assessment. Students are not required to resit failed assessments in 
this module. Failure to pass the module results in module repeat. 

INDICATIVE READING: REQUIRED READING: 

Primary Sources reading will include excerpts from some of the 
following texts, at the instructor’s discretion, all available through 
Perlego: 
 
Diane Rayor (trans). 2014. The Homeric Hymns: A Translation with 
Introduction and Notes. University of California Press. 
 
Richmond Lattimore (trans). 2011. The Iliad of Homer. University of 
Chicago Press. 
 
Richmond Lattimore (trans). 2009. The Odyssey of Homer. University of 
Chicago Press. 
Sarah Ruden (trans). 2008. The Aeneid: Vergil. Yale University Press. 
 
Barry Powell (trans). 2017. The Poems of Hesiod: Theogony, Works and 
Days & the Shield of Herakles. University of California Press. 
 
Griffith, Most, Grene, Lattimore (trans). 2013. Aeschylus II: The 
Oresteia. University of Chicago Press. 
 
Griffith, Most, Grene, Lattimore (trans). 2013. Sophocles I: Antigone, 
Oes the dipuKing, Oedipus at Colonus. 
 
Griffith, Most, Grene, Lattimore (trans). 2013. Euripides I: Alcestis, 
Medea, The Children of Heracles, Hippolytus. University of Chicago 
Press. 
 
Griffith, Most, Grene, Lattimore (trans). 2013.  Euripides V: Bacchae, 
Iphigenia in Aulis, The Cyclops, Rhesus. University of Chicago Press. 
 
RECOMMENDED READING: 
Maurizio, L. 2022. Classical Mythology in context. Oxford University 
Press. 
Morford, M., Lenardon, R.J., Sham, M. 2023. Classical Mythology. Oxford 
University Press. 
Other sources, including academic journal articles, book chapters etc. 
recommended by the instructor throughout the semester. 



 

 

INDICATIVE MATERIAL: 
(e.g. audiovisual, digital material, 
etc.) 

REQUIRED MATERIAL: 
RECOMMENDED MATERIAL: 
Documentary series: Clash of the Gods, The History Channel (2009) 
Educational video: Eleusis: The Great Mysteries, The Acropolis Museum 
(2017) 

COMMUNICATION 
REQUIREMENTS: 

Ability to communicate effectively in English, both verbally and in writing, 
using academic language and appropriate technical terminology. 

SOFTWARE 
REQUIREMENTS: 

MS Office and Blackboard CMS 
 

WWW RESOURCES: The Classical Association: An organization dedicated to making 

education in Classics accessible. The website has many educational 

resources. https://classicalassociation.org/classical-civilisation/ 

 

Theoi Greek Mythology: a fairly reliable guide to some of the major 

figures and narratives in Greek and Roman mythology including 

visual resources and extracts from literary sources. www. theoi.com 

 

The Perseus Project: a database for primary textual sources for ancient 

Greek and Latin literature, with the option to toggle between (generally 

antiquated) English translations and the original language. 

www.perseus.tufts.edu  

 

Classical Myth: the sources: 

web.uvic.ca/~athena/department_files/classical_myth 

 
Encyclopedia Mythica, mythology, folklore, religion: 
https://pantheon.org 
 

INDICATIVE CONTENT: 1. Primary Sources for the study of mythology (literary texts and 

material culture) 

2. Literary and pictorial storytelling 

3. The Roots of Greek Mythology in the Eastern Mediterranean 

4. The 12 Olympian Gods 

5. Heroes, Monsters, and Sagas 

6. Mythological Places and Sacred Landscapes 

7. Myths and the Natural and Metaphysical World 

8. Myth and Social Order 

9. Myths and Identity 

10. Modern Relevance of Graeco-Roman mythology 
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