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Presentation Overview 

● Understand the importance of inclusive practices in the 
classroom.

● Explore the application of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 
principles to support diverse learners through a 5th grade case 
study.

● Learn practical strategies for creating inclusive learning 
environments.



Case Study
Context: 

● 5th-grade students at ACS Athens Elementary 
● Persuasive essay writing & reading unit (interdisciplinary approach)

Cohort: 

Seven students with diagnosed learning disorders supported through the 
Optimal Learning Program (OLP).

Challenges include difficulties in structuring written pieces, writing 
mechanics (spelling, punctuation, capitalization and grammar) and 
elaborating in written pieces.



Unit Goals

Overarching Goal: To craft a persuasive essay in relation to the United Nation Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDGs)

Learning objective #1: Students will be able to craft a five paragraph essay (introduction, three body 
paragraphs and conclusion).
 
Learning objective #2:  Given a burger paragraph graphic organizer, students will be able to include a 
clear topic and closing sentence in each body paragraph.
 
Learning objective #3: Students will be able to craft a thesis statement which they will include in their 
introduction. The thesis statement will include their claim and at least two reasons to support the claim.

How can we get our students there?



https://udlguidelines.cast.org/



UDL Principle: Engagement

Design options for welcoming interests & identities
● Student choice in essay topics and stances.
● Students could relate to the SDGs, both through their personal perspectives and 

interests, and were inspired by the community and global action. 



UDL Principle: Representation
Design options for perception

● Use of manipulatives and visuals.

Example 1: hands on experience through a tactile 
visual of essay structure 

Example 2: color use for emphasis of essay 
structure in a modelled final product



UDL Principle: Action & Expression

Design options for expression & communication - 

● Class Debates
● Digital Posters
● Student recording 

Design options for strategy development -

● Graphic organizers 
● Burger Paragraph visual
● Self-monitoring checklist An example of a student’s digital poster



Graphic organizers (option 1)



Graphic organizers (option 2)



Graphic organizers (option 3)



Graphic organizers: paragraph support



Self-monitoring checklists



Additional Tools

The following tools were available to all students: 

● Reading pen - Access to this tool during the research phase
● Speech-to-text/ word processor - Access to a computer throughout the writing process. Students could 

type or use speech-to-text during note taking and paraphrasing. 
● Article Format - Students had the choice of reading articles either in digital format or in hard copy. 

Articles were screened for readability to ensure comprehension. Students were also permitted to watch 
educational videos on their topic as an alternative way of gathering information. 

AI platforms



Student Performance & Assessment

Pre Assessment

Pre On Demand administered 
to assess student level and 
abilities prior to unit 

Formative Assessment

Ongoing feedback through 
student-teacher conferencing 
and live documents

Post Assessment

Post On Demand administered to 
assess student level following 
intervention

Student prompt used for Pre Assessment



Pre On Demand (student A)

Learning objective 
#1: craft a five 
paragraph essay 

Learning 
objective #2:  
include a clear 
topic and closing 
sentence in each 
body paragraph.
 

Learning 
objective #3: craft 
a thesis statement 
which will include 
their claim and at 
least two reasons



Post On Demand (student A)

Learning objective 
#1: craft a five 
paragraph essay 

Learning 
objective #2:  
include a clear 
topic and closing 
sentence in each 
body paragraph.
 

Learning 
objective #3: craft 
a thesis statement 
which will include 
their claim and at 
least two reasons



Pre On Demand (student B)

Learning objective 
#1: craft a five 
paragraph essay 

Learning 
objective #2:  
include a clear 
topic and closing 
sentence in each 
body paragraph.
 

Learning 
objective #3: craft 
a thesis statement 
which will include 
their claim and at 
least two reasons



Post On Demand (student B)

Learning objective 
#1: craft a five 
paragraph essay 

Learning 
objective #2:  
include a clear 
topic and closing 
sentence in each 
body paragraph.
 

Learning 
objective #3: craft 
a thesis statement 
which will include 
their claim and at 
least two reasons



Key Takeaways & Future Considerations

● Interdisciplinary Approach: Integrating writing and reading workshops with real-world global issues 
(SDGs) made the unit engaging and meaningful for students.

● Use of UDL Principles: Differentiation and choice through the Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 
ensured that students of varying abilities could meet learning objectives.

● Success of Targeted Interventions: Graphic organizers, manipulatives, and self-monitoring checklists 
helped students organize ideas and improve their persuasive writing.

● Student Growth: Pre- and post-assessments showed clear improvements in thesis crafting, paragraph 
structure, and overall persuasive writing skills, with most students achieving learning goals.

● Future Considerations: Extending assessment time, introducing exit tickets for formative assessment, 
and increasing the use of assistive tools (reading pen, text-to-speech) will further support student 
success.


