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Presentation Overview

Understand the importance of inclusive practices in the
classroom.

Explore the application of Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
principles to support diverse learners through a 5th grade case
study.

Learn practical strategies for creating inclusive learning
environments.



Case Study

Context:

e b5th-grade students at ACS Athens Elementary
e Persuasive essay writing & reading unit (interdisciplinary approach)

Cohort:

Seven students with diagnosed learning disorders supported through the
Optimal Learning Program (OLP).

Challenges include difficulties in structuring written pieces, writing
mechanics (spelling, punctuation, capitalization and grammar) and
elaborating in written pieces.
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Unit Goals

Overarching Goal: To craft a persuasive essay in relation to the United Nation Sustainable
Development Goal (SDGs)

Learning objective #1: Students will be able to craft a five paragraph essay (introduction, three body
paragraphs and conclusion).

Learning objective #2: Given a burger paragraph graphic organizer, students will be able to include a
clear topic and closing sentence in each body paragraph.

Learning objective #3: Students will be able to craft a thesis statement which they will include in their
introduction. The thesis statement will include their claim and at least two reasons to support the claim.

How can we get our students there?



Universal Design for Learning Guidelines

The goal of UDL is learner agency that is purposeful & reflective, resourceful & authentic, strategic & action-oriented.

Access

Support

Executive Function

Design Multiple Means of
Engagement -

Design Options for
Welcoming Interests & Identities (7)

©

® Optimize choice and autonomy (7.1) >

® Optimize relevance, value, and authenticity (7.2) >
® Nurture joy and play (7.3) >

® Address biases, threats, and distractions (7.4) >

Design Options for
Sustaining Effort & Persistence (8) ©

® Clarify the meaning and purpose of goals (8.1) >
® Optimize challenge and support (8.2) >

o Foster collaboration, interdependence, and
collective learning (8.3) >

® Foster belonging and community 8.4) >
® Offer action-oriented feedback (8:5) >

Design Options for
Emotional Capacity (5 ©

® Recognize expectations, beliefs, and motivations
9.2) >

® Develop awareness of self and others (9.2) >

® Promote individual and collective reflection (9.3)
>

o Cultivate empathy and restorative practices (9.4)
>

Design Multiple Means of
Representation -

Design Options for

Perception (1) ©

® Support opportunities to customize the display
of information (1.1) >

® Support multiple ways to perceive information (
12) >

® Represent a diversity of perspectives and
identities in authentic ways (1.3) >

Design Options for
Language & Symbols 2 ©

 Clarify vocabulary, symbols, and language
structures (2.1) >

® Support decoding of text, mathematical
notation, and symbols (22) >

® Cultivate understanding and respect across
languages and dialects (2.3) >

® Address biases in the use of language and
symbols (2.4) >

o |llustrate through multiple media (255) >

Design Options for
Building Knowledge (3) ©

® Connect prior knowledge to new learning (3.1) >

® Highlight and explore patterns, critical features,
big ideas, and relationships (32) >

® Cultivate multiple ways of knowing and making
meaning (33) >

® Maximize transfer and generalization (3.4) >
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Action & Expression -

Design Options for

Interaction 4 ©

® Vary and honor the methods for response,
navigation, and movement (4.1) >

® Optimize access to accessible materials and
assistive and accessible technologies and tools (
42) >

Design Options for
Expression & Communication (5) ©

® Use multiple media for communication (5.1) >

® Use multiple tools for construction,
composition, and creativity (5.2) >

® Build fluencies with graduated support for
practice and performance (s.3) >

® Address biases related to modes of expression
and communication (5.4) >

Design Options for
Strategy Development (6) ©

® Set meaningful goals (6.1) >

® Anticipate and plan for challenges (6.2) >

® Organize information and resources (6.3) >

® Enhance capacity for monitoring progress (¢.4) >
® Challenge exclusionary practices (65) >

https://udiguidelines.cast.org/
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UDL Principle: Engagement

Design options for welcoming interests & identities

e Student choice in essay topics and stances.
e Students could relate to the SDGs, both through their personal perspectives and
interests, and were inspired by the community and global action.
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UDL Principle: Representation

Design options for perception

e Use of manipulatives and visuals.

Imagine walking along a beautiful beach, only to find the shore littered with plastic bags, tangled in seaweed and
floating in the waves. This sight has sadly become all too common as plastic pollution continues to grow, endangering
wildlife and damaging the environment. While plastic bags may seem convenient, their devastating impact far
outweighs their short-term usefulness. They pollute our oceans, harm wildlife, and contribute to global waste
problems. Given the growing awareness of environmental protection, it is clear that plastic bags should be
banned.This is because they harm marine life, contribute to non-biodegradable waste, and waste valuable resources.

Persuasive Essay Structure First and foremost, plastic bags are dangerous to marine life. Millions of tons of plastic waste end up in the ocean

Im:o::::on each year, and plastic bags are a large part of this pollution. Marine animals like turtles, whales, and seabirds often
» Background Information mistake these bags for food, leading to choking, blockages, or even death. In fact, according to the World Wildlife
o Thesis/Claim i) Fund (WWF), plastic debris causes the deaths of more than 100,000 marine animals annually. If we ban plastic bags,
(o e we can help reduce this serious threat to marine and protect species from harm.
o oot

= Evidence2
= Evidence3

Another important reason plastic bags should be banned is that they contribute heavily to non-biodegradable waste.
Plastic bags take hundreds of years to break down, and during this time, they occupy valuable space in landfills or,
worse, end up littering our streets and natural environments. Unlike biodegradable materials, plastic does not
decompose but instead breaks down into smaller toxic particles that further pollute the earth. By banning plastic bags,
we would significantly cut down on the waste filling our landfills and reduce long-term pollution.

Reason 2
= Evidence 1
s Evidence2
m  Evidence3

Reason 3
= Evidence 1
= Evidence2
= Evidence3

Finally, the pi of plastic bags wastes valuabl Plastic bags are made from petroleum, a
non-renewable resource that is already under significant strain due to global demand. Producing millions of plastic
bags each year requires vast amounts of energy, water, and fossil fuels, all of which could be better used for other
purposes. Moreover, the pollution from producing and transporting plastic bags contributes to global warming and air
pollution. A ban on plastic bags would save these resources and help move us toward a more sustainable future.

Counterclaim and Rebuttal

Conclusion
o Restate Thesis/Claim
* Closing thought In conclusion, plastic bags pose a serious threat to marine life, contribute to non-biodegradable waste, and waste
valuable resources. For the sake of the environment and future generations, it is crucial that we ban plastic bags. By
doing so, we can significantly reduce pollution, protect wildlife, and move toward a more sustainable,
resource-efficient world.

Example 1: hands on experience through a tactile Example 2: color use for emphasis of essc
visual of essay structure structure in a modelled final product
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UDL Principle: Action & Expression

Design options for expression & communication -

[ CIaSS DebateS T‘h;)&awwant‘&‘b_s‘toplitteying_'
e Digital Posters oY
e Student recording > Flip

ACTION

Design options for strategy development - @ ‘ SRy

\T'I:ON-;#:I:V‘; = 13 CLIMATE

e Graphic organizers
e Burger Paragraph visual g
o Self—monitoring checklist An example of a student’s digital poster
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Graphic organizers (option 1)

MY GRAPHIC ORGANISER FOR PERSUASIVE WRITING. .
introduction pis
Hook:

Personal Experience - Examples:

Thesis:
reason2  reason3
Main idea: Main idea: Main idea:
detail 1 detail 1 detail 1
detail 2 _detail 2 ~detail 2
detail 3 detail 3 detail 3

Write your “Thesis” again:

Reasons why you believe that:

Call reader to take action OR Final wise words:
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Graphic organizers (option 2)

Persuasive Essay Graphic Organizer 2 = Evidence 1

Introduction

Evidence 2
e Hook "

] Evidence 3

e Background Information

[ Evidence 1

[ Evidence 2

e Thesis/Claim

(I think , because reason 1, and ) [ Evidence 3

Counterclaim and Rebuttal

Reason 1: Conclusion
e Restate Thesis/Claim

[] Evidence 1

[] Evidence 2
e Closing thought

n Evidence 3
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Graphic organizers (option 3

Persuasive Essay Graphic Organizer

Introduction
e Hook:

Another reason that [claim] is that .....

e Background Information: e Forexample,

e Thesis: | believe claim] , because reason 1, reason 2 and

e Also,
reason 3.

e In addition,

One reason that [claim] is that .....

e For example,

The third reason that [claim] is that .....

e For example,

e Also,

e Also,

e In addition,

o In addition,
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Graphic organizers: paragraph support

HAMBURGER ¢}

Paragroph Writing %= Remember the parts of . paragraph
" What is the hamburger writing model?
The hamburger model is a paragraph writing
organizer that visually separates the topic
sentence, body, and closing sentence.

* |2 Senfences
* Begn witha
B strong hook.
* Tell your main

v
« Inclde text J - Supportmg idea
evidence and .

examples that
support your
main idea,

« Use transitions
between detalls
fo make your
writing fi

* Sumup your g

main ideq, k

* This can help
transition to the
next paragraph. |-
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Self-monitoring checklists

Opinion Writing Checklist

STRUCTURE
O Introduction Overall I made a claim or thesis on a topic or fext, supported it with reasons, and
O Hook provided a variety of evidence for each reason.
i 5
O Backgrouqd Information Did | do it like a fifth grader? k|2
O Thesis/Claim El¥ |
(I think , because reason 1, and ) 2G| »
2 Lead T wrote an infroduction that ojo|a
U Reason 1: led to a claim or thesis and
O Evidence 1

got my readers fo care about
O Evidence 2 @ @ my opinion. I got my readers
[J Evidence 3 @ @ to care by notf only including

\\ / o a cool fact or jazzy question,
but dlso figuring out what
was significant in or around

[ Evidence 1 the topic and giving readers
[J Evidence 2 information about what was
O Evidence 3 significant about the fopic.
- T worked fo find the precise Ooo|o
Chocolate milk words to state my claim; I let
Schools shou H@\Qp—\-& 3 readers know the reasons T
O Evidence 1 would develop later.
O Evidence 2

Transitions . T used transition words and Oolg|g
O Evidence 3 This shows +that... phrases to connect evidence

back o my reasons.

[ Counterclaim and Rebuttal T helped readers folow my ojo|o

\oeoq ee ano&her thinking with phrases such
[ Conclusion l as another reason and the

. " o most important reason. I used
g (R:IeSt.ate ;hesu's‘:Clalm 2} ":xm&o% phrases such as consequently
0sing thoug

and because of to show what
happened.
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Additional Tools

The following tools were available to all students:

Reading pen - Access to this tool during the research phase
Speech-to-text/ word processor - Access to a computer throughout the writing process. Students could

type or use speech-to-text during note taking and paraphrasing.

e Article Format - Students had the choice of reading articles either in digital format or in hard copy.
Articles were screened for readability to ensure comprehension. Students were also permitted to watch
educational videos on their topic as an alternative way of gathering information.

00 m newsela

Ki'dle Alplatforms

Safe visual sear
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Student Performance & Assessment

@ Pre Assessment

Pre On Demand administered
to assess student level and
abilities prior to unit

‘ Formative Assessment

Ongoing feedback through
student-teacher conferencing
and live documents

. Post Assessment

Post On Demand administered to
assess student level following
intervention

Pre on Pemand Opinion Writing Assessment

Think of a topic or issue that you know and care about, an issue around which you have strong
feelings.

vouhave B0 MIMULES (o wite an OF‘V\;OV\ or argument text in
which you will write your opinion or claim and tell why you feel that way.

When you do this, draw on everything you know about essays, persuasive letters, and reviews.

Please keep in mind that you'll have 50 minutes to complete this, so you will need to plan, draft,
revise, and edit in one sitting.

If you want to use information from a book or another source you are more than welcome to do
so, as long as you cite your sources. However, you don't have to use other sources, it's up to you.

Student prompt used for Pre Assessment
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Pre On Demand (student A)

Learning objective

#1: craft a five T S ¢ AT, e
e LEd e P fb , Oyt wih, PO
paragraph essay bina b TP ThT objective #3: craft

Ry e e e a thesis statement
R e i which will include

. e L el their claim and at
Learning S T S TS
e e least two reasons

objective #2: L celd . webh leg moves the

. I d I ! o Thes Sriltre g wafed A 2
InC U e a C ear g Q'{D :/)‘" ke -j'- st _,,I“l " " |“ feasy

topic and closing T -nn-w;‘f!a«.-. ] F_«i,g ccld B for

. LIRS werl. aafl math 1all YW EE (&
sentence in each L TNE T TR TN
body paragraph_ A wll P'.t:; 7 pidunike of lzl*"’wj;; yoel

cead . Thage qre My roseai FPeguade
gl te fet ny  Mppr e T A4




Post On Demand (student A)

Learning objective
#1: craft a five
paragraph essay

F"
4 V“ -
] why

! \ft .1 roascy . that i n Gfor
{ g-'?.' o hvingtrs, Kol ok Paclle
€ Mexy PecPle Gwenr then  Fhe rofoag ~
_ | e dl thet ke She W
| Sl ,
H ___S‘ER“ 5‘9 V"“Gx lea y et fhan Ayi oL
Learning ﬁfwﬁ c ,s, e TETRRY

= . | (- e fecfle die
objective #2: B fie b o b
. = MS.V_M.K._—
include a clear :

. . I that oocte Pechi Ly ot Whe
topic and closing .M—i‘-\&—f"l‘ﬁi“’"‘ e \;,,'“‘g b Mt
sentence in each — ey .‘T;i.’"‘ wat  oved  Mongg
body paragraph. = =

1 G0 for Yedp reseny f‘f}o“t $ow
st vaks s et bty fhon  Aveis
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Learning
objective #3: craft
a thesis statement
which will include
their claim and at
least two reasons




Pre On Demand (student B)

Learning objective
#1: craft a five
paragraph essay

Learning
objective #2:
include a clear
topic and closing
sentence in each
body paragraph.

The best planet in the solar system in my implanon is Mars because it is one of the planets
named after a Greek goddess. Mars is also one of the best looking planets in the solar system.
Even the Greeks love the planet because they name it after the goddess of war. They did it
from the color red that you see on the planet and they thought that it was the birthplace of many
powerful people. For a long time war was connected to mars. They thought that mars was a
symbol of power and war.

Mars will probably be terraformed so we can live there. It also has many robots that have
explored the planet for water and to see if there is life on mars. People are studying if there was
life there. Mars has ice on the planet so there may have been life on Mars in the past. Mars will
be one of the only planets that will be terraformed.

Mars is one of the planets that has the things to terraform it. It also is the only planet that has
clean water. It has a good amount of heat as well. Its atmosphere is also very good for us. It is
so good that there may be life on it right now. People are making ideas to go to mars and
terraform it.

People think if there was life on mars. | picked it because it is so fascinating. There are so many
that Mars could have been like. it may have been like earth in the past. Many other people are
also so fascinated by its past and wonder if we could live there. | think that we could live there.
What do you think about it? Could we live there or not?
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Learning
objective #3: craft
a thesis statement
which will include
their claim and at
least two reasons




Post On Demand (student B)

Learning objective
#1: craft a five
paragraph essay

Learning
objective #2:
include a clear
topic and closing
sentence in each
body paragraph.

equal rights for all

By date june 11 2024

Think of a world where everyone has equal rights. A world that can not be real because of us.
We need to be equal. The man was made to have equal rights. No one can take away these
rights. That is true but people break the rights of humans. That makes others rich and the rest
poor. | have a dream that one day all men can be equal because skin color doesn't matter and
sex doesn't matter and because we all came from the same place with the same rights

Skin color doesn’t matter. People think that if you are white then you are better than other
people but that is not true. 26.4% of people do not believe that we are all the same. Because
people are racist then people can not get as much pay as others. Places in poverty have less
than half their people not working because people will not let them. That makes it harder for
everyone to live and work. It makes countries weak and poor. We need to stop it! But we will
lose over $42,000,000,000$ on convening everyone in every country that we need to take
action.

Also people think that if you are a man then you are better than a woman. Because in the very
beginning the men would hunt and the women would pick berries and other fruits.That made
many think women are weak and are not needed. But because of this only 33% of women work
instead they do not thing. That also makes countries that do not support women weak and poor.
The women we have working get paid less than men. That makes everything bad.
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Learning
objective #3: craft
a thesis statement
which will include
their claim and at
least two reasons
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Key Takeaways & Future Considerations

e Interdisciplinary Approach: Integrating writing and reading workshops with real-world global issues
(SDGs) made the unit engaging and meaningful for students.

e Use of UDL Principles: Differentiation and choice through the Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
ensured that students of varying abilities could meet learning objectives.

e Success of Targeted Interventions: Graphic organizers, manipulatives, and self-monitoring checklists
helped students organize ideas and improve their persuasive writing.

e Student Growth: Pre- and post-assessments showed clear improvements in thesis crafting, paragraph
structure, and overall persuasive writing skills, with most students achieving learning goals.

e Future Considerations: Extending assessment time, introducing exit tickets for formative assessment,
and increasing the use of assistive tools (reading pen, text-to-speech) will further support student
success.

Action &

E t .
ik Expression

UDL

Representation




