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After Russia’s annexation of Crimea, and the West’s introduction of economic
sanctions, the Kaliningrad region has become a source of tension between Russia,
NATO, and the EU. The region has staged tit-for-tat military displays by both Russia
and neighboring EU and NATO members Poland and Lithuania. But while Russia is
eager to project the image of Kaliningrad as a military stronghold and buffer against
NATO expansionism, Kaliningrad’s real threat to European stability stems from its
vulnerable exclave status and unclear economic relationship with the EU. This talk
outlined the region's curious history, focusing on recent years when Kaliningrad has
served both as a military outpost and a cultural bridge between Russia and Europe.

Kennan Institute - Woodrow Wilson Center
Nicole Eaton // Former Title VIII Research Scholar

Visiting Assistant Professor, Wesleyan University

School of Graduate & Professional Education

17b Ipitou Street, Plaka - 10557 Athens, Greece DEREE
Tel.: 2103312 960 - Fax: 210 3312284 - andrian4@acg.edu - www.acg.edu

The American College of Greece



http://www.wilsoncenter.org/staff/nicole-eaton

