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Russian nationalism has been the victim of what is the essential tragedy of the Russian people: 

the Russian state tried to become an empire before the Russian people became a nation, and as a 

result, at no point has the country been a nation state. And while pro-Kremlin radical 

nationalists are increasingly important in Russian politics, their nationalist agendas have been 

largely co-opted by the state. The speakers discussed the crisis facing Russian nationalists and 

what the future may hold for them. 

 


