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Dear ACG alumni and friends,

One of the most enjoyable things about my 
role as President of The American College of 
Greece is the opportunity to meet and learn 
about alumni. Over the past six years I have been 
privileged to meet ACG alumni all over the world 
in places such as Dubai, the UK, the United States 
and of course Greece. I am continually struck by 
the accomplishments and success of PIERCE, 
DEREE, and ALBA alumni, by their ambition, their 
willingness to start new careers and businesses 

in unfamiliar places, and the way they fearlessly take on challenges that 
would cause others to hesitate. The Alumni Achievement Awards represent an 
important way for the College to recognize examples of this collective success 
by honoring a few of our remarkable alumni. I hope that all alumni take pride in 
these awards, for although we cannot recognize every achievement, this event 
serves to shine a light on the tremendous record of the alumni body as a whole.

Please join me, fellow alumni, members of the senior administration and faculty, 
trustees, current students and honored guests as we celebrate the 2014 Alumni 
Achievement Awards and recognize alumni whose accomplishments bring 
honor to their alma mater.

David G. Horner, Ph.D.
President
The American College of Greece
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2014 Alumni Achievement Awards

Supporting Excellence
Organized by The American College of Greece (ACG), the ACG Alumni 
Achievement Awards serve a dual purpose: to recognize the achievements 
of ACG alumni and to support the ACG Scholarship Fund. 

Today, ACG honors prominent PIERCE, DEREE, and ALBA alumni, who have 
distinguished themselves in various domains of society. Award categories 
include: Arts and Culture, Business, Education, Entrepreneurship: Rising 
Star, Philanthropy and Community Service, Sciences, and The Maria West 
Lifetime Achievement. ACG will also honor one individual for promoting 
Hellenism and one corporation or foundation for its contribution to 
education.

We welcome you in celebrating the accomplishments of ACG alumni as 
well as individuals and organizations making a difference in society.

We invite you to join us in supporting excellence!



Program
Master of Ceremonies: Alexis Kostalas

20:00  Opening of the Ceremony
          
 Remarks: David G. Horner, Ph.D., President, The American College of Greece
          
 Special Commemoration | Avraam Albert Arouh
          
 Commitment to Education Award | Stavros Niarchos Foundation
          
 Greek Heritage Award | George D. Behrakis
          
 Musical interlude:  
 Athena, Manos Hadjidakis. Vocals: Nefeli Beri, PIERCE student
          
 Business Award | Alexandra Pitta-Chazapi, Paris Kafantaris, Theano Liakopoulou
          
 Rising Star: Entrepreneurship Award | Antonios Fiorakis, Ioannis Arabatzis
          
 Sciences Award | Athena Andreadis

 Musical interlude: 
 Ionian Suite op.7 for solo piano, Movements: I, IV and V,  Manos Hadjidakis. 
 Piano: Stathis Chomatsas, DEREE Student, 2012-2016 Harvey C. Krentzman 
 Scholarship Recipient 

          Arts and Culture Award | Evita Arapoglou
          
 Education Award | Aris Stouraitis
          
 Philanthropy and Community Service Award | Ourania Kli-Efremoglou
          
 Maria West Lifetime Achievement Award | Marianna V. Vardinoyannis
          
 Finale: 
 When I’m gone (Cup Song), A. P. Carter, PIERCE Chorus & Orchestra
 
 

 A special reception to follow at the Theater Plaza. 
 

 Live jazz performance by the “Jazz Quartet”:
 Saxophone: Antonis Ladopoulos (DEREE faculty member)
 Piano: Sami Amiris (DEREE faculty member) 
 Acoustic Bass: Periklis Trivolis
 Drums: George Polyhronakos
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Honorees 
SPECIAL COMMEMOrATION 

Avraam Albert Arouh, DErEE ‘73 
Professor Emeritus, DErEE - The American College of Greece 
Avraam Albert Arouh (1950-2014) served The American College of Greece 
as a faculty member of Economics for 33 years, molding the personalities of 
thousands of students among which he was considered a mentor. During his 
career he  researched many subjects ranging from public finance and economic 
development to labor economics and comparative economics. In 2012 he retired 

from his duties as Professor Emeritus, the second one ever in the history of DEREE. He was also a very 
active member of the DEREE community, being advisor to the Economics Society, the Arts Club, the 
Yearbook Club, the Debating Club and the Film Club. Apart from his academic career, he had an equally 
prominent career in gastronomy. He was the most renowned Greek restaurant critic, writing under the 
pen name Epikouros, in major newspapers and magazines. His theoretical and academic background 
was reflected in his writings where he strived to introduce a philosophical approach to gastronomic 
matters.  He will be remembered for his academic achievements, for his passion to bring out the best in 
students, and for his outstanding personality. For Albert Arouh didn’t just offer his academic mentorship 
and his gastronomy views; he was teaching a whole new philosophy, the art of living.

Commitment to eduCation award: Presented to a foundation known for consistently 
demonstrating levels of excellence in supporting educational causes. 

Stavros Niarchos Foundation is one of the world’s leading international 
philanthropic organizations, funding organizations and projects that 
exhibit strong leadership and are expected to achieve a broad, lasting 
and positive impact for society at large. This year the Stavros Niarchos 
Foundation, through a generous donation, established a scholarship 

program at DEREE– The American College of Greece, for deserving students of the Greek universities 
to participate in the Parallel Studies program of DEREE. Through its initiative “Recharging the Youth”, 
the Stavros Niarchos Foundation helps create new opportunities for the younger generations of 
Greece with an innovative program that requires the collaboration and convergence of different 
sectors including public, private, and philanthropy.

Greek HeritaGe award: Presented to a prominent member of the Greek diaspora for promoting 
Hellenism and for spreading the values and culture of Greece in other parts of the world for 
present and future generations. 

George D. Behrakis, President, Behrakis Foundation
George D. Behrakis, Greek American businessman and philanthropist, has 
made significant and impactful contributions to an impressive number of 
organizations and has dedicated himself to the promotion of Hellenism, especially 
knowledge, the arts, and civic responsibility. Mr. Behrakis distinguished himself 
in the pharmaceutical industry as a researcher and marketer of asthma and 
allergy products and is the founder of two companies - Dooner Laboratories 

and Muro Pharmaceutical, Inc. His successful career in pharmaceuticals has been complemented by 
his support of philanthropic endeavors and in particular the promotion of Hellenism. These efforts 
include, sponsoring fellowships for Greek physicians, establishing scholarships for students, endowing 
faculty chairs, promoting the collection of ancient Greek artifacts at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, 
providing support to the Lowell, Massachusetts community - the first home of many Greek immigrants 
- and serving on the boards of educational, health, religious, civic and arts organizations. In Greece, 
Mr. Behrakis has focused his philanthropy on tobacco control and reducing and preventing smoking 
through educational programs, with an emphasis on young people.

Business award: Presented to alumni of exceptional leadership skills and creativity who have 
taken an innovative approach to successfully launch and grow a business, product or service. 

Alexandra Pitta-Chazapi, PIErCE ‘67 
Board of Directors Member and Managing Director, 
Attiki Bee Culturing Co. Alexandros Pittas SA 
Employing perseverance, motivating your employees, dreaming and hardworking: 
These values and continuous pioneering efforts helped Alexandra Pitta-Chazapi 
develop the family honey producing business into one of the most dynamic and 
innovative enterprises in the world. Having been chosen as one of the forty most 
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important women entrepreneurs of the world, she continues to manage the Attiki Bee Culturing 
Company as Vice President of the Board and Managing Director responsible for the Commercial 
Sector, while she also passes on her business knowledge by mentoring ambitious young women who 
wish to follow in her footsteps. Alexandra Pitta-Chazapi has not only proved that Greek women have 
entrepreneurship in their DNA; she has significantly contributed in promoting Greece by offering the 
world one of the country’s most exquisite goods: the Greek honey.

Paris Kafantaris, DErEE ‘80 
WE Marketing Vice President, Procter & Gamble
Paris Kafantaris’s motto in life is “It’s all about winning!” and his achievements are a 
mere confirmation of his words. After obtaining his Bachelor’s degree from DEREE 
and his Master’s degree in Business Administration from Hofstra University in 
New York he joined Procter & Gamble and followed a successful career path to his 
present position of leading the Marketing Function for Europe. His 30-year career 

in P&G departments around Europe has demonstrated his extraordinary ability to adjust in a plethora 
of working environments and to excel in each and every one of these while raising the creativity 
standard and the market share. He accomplished changing the mindset of a company from marketing 
products to marketing an experience and he was generously rewarded by the consumers for this 
strategic innovation. Now the time has come for his alma mater to recognize his achievements too.

Theano Liakopoulou, ALBA ‘99 
Partner, McKinsey & Company
By the time Theano Liakopoulou graduated from the National Technical University 
of Athens with a diploma in Chemical Engineering, she already knew what excited 
her the most: making change happen. Her passion to thrive and her will to drive 
change in a business context motivated her to pursue an MBA degree at ALBA, 
after which she “engineered” her own outstanding career. She joined McKinsey 

& Company 14 years ago and became a partner in 2009. Theano is now one of the core leaders 
of McKinsey’s Operations practice in Europe and the lead Partner for the firm’s Procurement work 
in the region. Her work spans beyond the Greek borders; her clients include global organizations 
in the Pharmaceuticals and Consumer Goods sectors based in Central and Western Europe, while 
her activity in Greece focuses on industrial players. Her work involves supporting her clients in 
performance improvement efforts across sourcing, supply chain and manufacturing. Theano also has 
a strong passion for supporting the growth of talented women in business and she has been leading 
McKinsey’s Women’s Initiative in Europe for a number of years.

risinG star: enterPreneursHiP award: Presented to alumni who have been broadly 
recognized as exceptional young entrepreneurs with a proven record of success in starting 
a business or enterprise that has introduced an innovative or unique product or service to the 
market.

Antonios Fiorakis, DErEE ‘07 
Co-Founder and CEO, incrediblue.com
How did Antonios Fiorakis make it to the “40 under 40 Greek Entrepreneurs” list 
of the Greek Fortune Magazine? It’s not incredible, it’s incrediblue! This is the 
name of the start-up boat rental company that made him stand out as one of 
the youngest successful Greek entrepreneurs. His business idea of creating a 
boat rental platform did not come out of the blue though; his studies and work 

experience in a variety of fields helped him develop his management skills and the acute sense to 
recognize business opportunity. After graduating from DEREE with a Management major, Antonios 
obtained his Master’s degree from IE Business School and worked at Beiersdorf and JTI before creating 
incrediblue.com, a start-up that received €600,000 from the Jeremie Openfund II. Being a CEO and co-
founder of a successful start-up at the age of 30, he now has the wind beneath his sails towards his 
future achievements!

Ioannis Arabatzis, ALBA ‘05        
Founder and Managing Director, Nanophos SA
Ioannis Arabatzis, at the age of 37, has already proved that a good idea and a 
solid education are the sole ingredients of the recipe to success. After obtaining 
his Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry, he continued his academic enrichment 
with a Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering from the National Technical University of 
Athens and an MBA from ALBA. He then managed to incorporate his academic 

knowledge and science skills into a robust business plan to create an innovative nanotechnology 
enterprise. Today, NanoPhos SA is manufacturing products in Greece that capture the market 
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worldwide. Dr.  Arabatzis, as the managing director and founder of the company feels proud to serve 
his dream by dedicating himself in transferring technology into everyday applications. Dr. Arabatzis 
excels in setting the foundations for a new technological field to flourish but above all he contributes 
in introducing a new era of outstanding accomplishments for Greece.

sCienCes award: Presented to an alumnus/a who is dedicated to the advancement of 
technological, scientific or industrial discovery and helps create opportunities for current and 
future generations. 

Athena Andreadis, PIErCE ‘73 
Scientist, science ambassador, writer, editor
Athena Andreadis is a molecular biologist, distinguished both for her scientific 
achievements and her creative talent.  After graduating from PIERCE, Athena 
Andreadis started working on her long list of accomplishments.  She earned her 
BA (magna cum laude) from Harvard University and her Ph.D. in Molecular Biology 
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. During her 30-year academic 

career she fulfilled many roles, from extensive basic research on brain function to mentoring scientists 
at all stages of their academic careers and from presenting science to NASA engineers to making the 
universe comprehensible to science fiction authors. Until mid-2013 she was Associate Professor of Cell 
Biology at the University of Massachusetts Medical School; she is a published author of popular science 
books (To Seek Out New Life: The Biology of Star Trek) and of prose and poetry; she is also the engine 
behind The Other Half of the Sky, an anthology of original space opera that changed the landscape 
of science fiction. Her research has contributed significantly to understanding the genetic regulatory 
mechanism responsible for dementia, while her writings on science and speculative fiction introduce 
the wonders of the universe to broader audiences, illuminating the beauty and power of science. 
“Every great advance in science has issued from a new audacity of the imagination” said John Dewey, 
and Athena Andreadis proves the saying with every article, novel and book of hers!

arts and Culture award: Presented to the alumnus/a who has made an impact on society 
through her/his commitment to the arts and/or culture.

Evita Arapoglou, PIErCE ‘74  
Art Historian and Author 
The art historian Evita Arapoglou has dedicated her life and work in studying 
and diving deep into the realm of the 19th and 20th century Greek Art. After 
graduating from PIERCE she studied at University College and King’s College, 
University of London. In 1989 she wrote her book on the A.G. Leventis Collection 
of Greek paintings of the 19th and 20th century and since 1994 she is Curator of 

the collection of the A. G. Leventis Foundation. Her comprehensive catalog of the Greek Collection 
was published in 2012 while for the past seven years she was involved in the preparation of the new 
Leventis Gallery in Nicosia.  Her deep knowledge of art and dedication to it brought her working close 
to Nikos Hadjikyriakos-Ghikas involving her in exhibitions of his works -such as in the Royal Academy 
of Arts in London and the Benaki Museum- while her tribute to him was presented at the Academy of 
Athens, the Hellenic American Union, the Reading Society and elsewhere. Her book “Ghika: Drawings” 
was one of her earlier works while “3, Kriezotou Street” is a remarkable book on the artist’s home 
and his work. She has written on various subjects such as on Art and Artists in Corfu and on Yannis 
Moralis and Mont Parnes. She has lectured extensively and curated exhibitions in Greece, Cyprus and 
the United Kingdom, one of her most recent ones being a major exhibition at the National Gallery 
in Athens of the Leventis Foundation Collections. She is currently vice-chairman of the Katakouzinos 
Foundation, member of the Honorary Board of the Leventis Gallery, board member of the Centre of 
the Asia Minor Studies, of the Society for the Environment and Cultural Heritage, and of the Hellenic 
National Commission for UNESCO. Through her commitment to Greek art, she has not just promoted 
Hellenism by “curating” its exhibition to the world but she has also helped create an “ark of culture”, 
treasuring and rescuing a most valuable part of the Greek heritage. 

eduCation award: Presented to an alumnus/alumna who has dedicated her/his life to the 
education of young people, and who promotes modern teaching practices and innovation in 
classrooms in Greece or abroad.

Aris Stouraitis, DErEE ‘88 
Professor, Department of Finance and Decision Sciences, 
Hong Kong Baptist University
Aris Stouraitis wished for a job that would never be too far away from a football 
pitch. Gladly enough, most university campuses have pitches; gladly enough, 
that’s not his only wish to come true during his fruitful academic career. After 
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graduating from DEREE with a Bachelor’s degree in Economics and Accounting & Finance, he obtained 
his M.Sc. in Management from INSEAD (France) and continued on to receive his Ph.D. in Finance from 
Imperial College London (United Kingdom). Today, he is Professor at the Department of Finance 
and Decision Sciences and Director of the Center for Corporate Governance and Financial Policy at 
the Hong Kong Baptist University. His research in corporate finance has been published in various 
international academic journals while he has participated in academic conferences organized by 
prestigious institutions, such as Harvard Business School and European Finance Association. His work 
has been quoted in magazines and newspapers such as The Economist and the German Handelsblatt. 
However, in between teaching corporate restructuring and attending conferences, he still drops by 
the campus football pitch; and there is no doubt that he is an achiever in that field too.

PHilantHroPy and Community serviCe award: Presented to an alumnus/alumna who is 
a leader in philanthropy and service to philanthropic causes, and who has made a substantive 
difference in society.

Ourania Kli-Efremoglou, PIErCE UPPEr 1952 & 1954 
President, Foundation of the Hellenic World
Ourania Kli-Efremoglou has been acquainted with the idea of giving from a very 
early age. Right after graduating from PIERCE, she provided her voluntary services 
for 10 years to YWCA Athens (HEN Athinon) and Volunteer Association (Omilos 
Ethelonton).  After their son’s birth, she and her husband decided to make their 
family even bigger by creating a foster home for girls in state custody. After their 

grandchildren’s birth they gave back by equipping hospitals and helping orphanages in every corner 
of Greece. The Greek culture has always served as an inspiration and a motive for the Efremoglou 
family to keep on offering. In 1993, Ourania Kli-Efremoglou and her husband established the 
Foundation of the Hellenic World, with the mission to preserve and disseminate Hellenic history and 
culture. The Foundation has also established a Cultural Center and Museum, the “Hellenic Cosmos”, 
a hub of cultural activities, theatrical performances and museum exhibitions with high educational 
value. Ourania Kli-Efremoglou has made the difference by giving unconditionally and devoting 
herself wholeheartedly to community service. Today, The American College of Greece feels obliged 
and honored to give back, presenting her with the Philanthropy and Community Service award and a 
warm “thank you” on behalf of the whole Greek society.

maria west lifetime aCHievement: established as a tribute to the founder of the american 
College of Greece, this award is presented to an outstanding individual who has achieved 
significant accomplishments through dedication to a field of endeavor, and who honors the 
principles of aCG: commitment to excellence and service to the community.

Marianna V. Vardinoyannis, DErEE ‘03  
Goodwill Ambassador of UNESCO, 
Founder and President of ELPIDA
Marianna V. Vardinoyannis is a woman deeply committed to offering in any way 
possible. Her multifaceted work in Greece and abroad focuses on important social 
issues such as human rights, children’s health and protection, social solidarity, 
education, peace, dialogue among civilizations, sustainable development, etc. 

Among her various humanitarian activities, she  is Founder and President of the Association of 
Friends of Children with Cancer “ELPIDA”, proving daily that science and social concern can enhance 
and change the lives of sick children and fill them with hope for the future. Thanks to her and to 
the work of ELPIDA Association, more than 700 children from Greece and the Mediterranean region 
suffering from cancer were given a new chance of life. She created the first Bone Marrow Transplant 
Unit in Greece in 1993, the first Pediatric Oncology Hospital “Marianna V. Vardinoyannis-ELPIDA”  in 
2010, and the Bone Marrow Donor Bank “Orama Elpidas” in 2014. In 1997, she found the “Marianna V. 
Vardinoyannis Foundation” with important educational, cultural and humanitarian action.  Since 1999, 
she is a UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador. She also serves as a Board member of several international 
organizations like Bibliotheca Alexandrina and collaborates with many others. She has been widely 
recognized and awarded for her achievements. Today, the American College of Greece awards her not 
only for her dedication to giving but also for her serving as an exemplary role model for our students 
and an inspiration for the future generations.
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Supporting our Students
Providing financial assistance to students striving for a high-quality education is a vital part of the 
mission The American College of Greece serves. Therefore, net proceeds from the 2014 Alumni 
Achievement Awards event will support the ACG Scholarship Fund to assist deserving PIERCE, 
DEREE and ALBA students. In 2013-14, 1,420 (37%) of ACG (PIERCE, DEREE, ALBA) students 
received more than 3€ million in need-based financial aid and scholarships. 

  

To learn about ways to create your own scholarship fund at ACG, 
or to contribute to existing funds, please visit: www.acg.edu/giving 

or contact the ACG Office of Development & Alumni Relations: 
Tel.: +30 210.600.9800, ext. 1239, e-mail: mtriantafillou@acg.edu

US Boston Office Tel.: (857) 284 7908

43,89% 56,11%

63%

37%

Note: Figures include awards made in all divisions PIERCE - DEREE - ALBA up to Spring Semester 2014

Note: Figures include awards made in all divisions PIERCE - DEREE - ALBA up to Spring Semester 2014
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SCHOLArSHIP DONOrS

“I wanted to further ACG’s historic mission of 
providing an American style education 
to deserving Greek students. Establishing 
an endowed scholarship fund has provided 
this benefit not only to the current recipients 
but also to those who will follow. 
What a satisfying return on our investment!”

Peter Thun, ACG Trustee Emeritus, 
Chairman/CEO Thun Holdings Inc., Liverpool, 
New York, US

“The future of Greece and of Greek 
businesses is dependent on competitiveness, 
which in turn demands talented 
and well-trained young people with 
fresh ideas and international exposure 
and experience.” 

AB Vassilopoulos
Kostas Macheras, Executive Vice President 
and Chief Executive Officer 
of Southeastern Europe & Asia 
at Delhaize Group and Chief Executive Officer 
of AB Vassilopoulos

“Thinking that some fellow humans will 
benefit from these scholarships in order 
to further their potential makes me feel 
useful as a person.”

Ioanna Arvanitis, DEREE & PIERCE Parent, 
Athens, Greece

“Establishing a scholarship to help students 
is an investment in the future that will profit 
everyone. I can think of no greater gift.” 

Vassilios Katsos, PIERCE 1991, 
President, Pharmathen

SCHOLArSHIP rECIPIENTS

PIERCE

“My parents couldn’t afford the expenses 
of a highly qualified school such as PIERCE. 
Thanks to the scholarship fund, I was able to 
successfully complete my studies. 
I owe very much, almost everything about 
my education, to PIERCE.”

Anna Benaki, PIERCE 1952, Athens, Greece
Member of the Academy of Athens, 
Professor Emeritus of Criminal Law, 
University of Athens, 
Minister and Former President 
of the Greek Parliament

DEREE 

“In the past few years, the only thing certain 
has been financial uncertainty ahead, 
so this scholarship provides me with the 
much needed comfort and reassurance 
that I can complete my degree. 
The Propeller Club Scholarship is the 
“lifeboat” that will carry me to the final “port” 
of graduation despite the growing financial 
roadblocks my family is faced with. 
It is people like you that make it possible 
for students who are willing but not always 
able to progress in higher education and 
their subsequent life goals.”

Ellie Martin, Propeller Club 
Scholarship Recipient, 
Academic Year 2013-2014

“…This particular gift was not merely financial 
support. It stands as an act of unconditional 
help given to me at a time of crisis. It stands 
as the additional incentive needed in my 
continuous effort to expand my knowledge, 
values and ideals through which I can evolve 
and flourish in post graduate life and the 
competitive environment of tomorrow…”

Philip Doros Keranis, DEREE 2012, 
N. Demos Foundation Scholarship 
for Communication Studies,
Academic Year 2011-2012
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The American College of Greece is honored to receive the support of celebrity chefs from around the 
world who will meet at the Theater Plaza right after the awards presentation to offer guests perfect 
bites and sips in a special reception!

mediterranean delicacies, traditional flavors with a gourmet touch and the most exceptional 
products of the Greek land will be paired with wines by acclaimed Greek winemakers, offering a 
savory experience. Join us for a taste of excellence!

A taste of Excellence

Jean Louis Kapsalas        
Raised in France, living in 
Athens. He combines classic 
with contemporary and 
draws inspiration both from 
the French cuisine and the 
Mediterranean tradition. 

Dina Nikolaou                           
The chef who has made French 
cuisine famous in Greece and 
Greek cuisine famous in France. 
Always picking the best bites 
out of each, to create the most 
delicious “hybrid” dishes.

Brian and Shanna O’ Hea, 
graduates of the Culinary 
Institute of America, are the 
chef-owners of Academe 
Maine Brasserie and Tavern, 
famed for giving all-time-classic 
American dishes a 
contemporary twist. Lobster 
pot pie coming!

Alexandros Papandreou 
All things gastronomy: From 
tirelessly creating new recipes 
to food photography and from 
serving as culinary consultant 
to writing his 14th recipe book, 
he has proven that being a 
chef is a multifaceted talent.

Dionysis Alertas /
chef pâtissier 
Despite his young age, he is 
considered among the crème 
de la crème of confectionery 
art, creating unique savory 
combinations of taste and 
texture.

Chefs

Wineries & Breweries

Curator

Christos Sokolis / Event Curator A food connoisseur who “mingles” 
entrepreneurship with gastronomy. Part owner of Fresh Pastry Shops, 
food consultant, and founder of Food Concept, a company that offers 
gastronomy-focused marketing services. 



Alexis Kostalas is a distinguished Greek cultural narrator, presenter, and 
commentator. In addition to cultural programs (music – dance – arts) he has also been a 
commentator on figure skating and other major sports events. He studied Economics, 
Literature and Linguistics in the United States. He has been the commentator and 
presenter in major cultural or sports events, from the international 24-hour Bach 
(year 2000) and 24-hour Mozart International Celebration (year 2006), to the Vienna 
Philharmonic New Year’s Concert, the winter Olympic Games opening and closing 
Ceremonies, the Millennium celebrations, and the opening and closing Ceremonies 

of the 2004 Athens Olympic Games. Having served as a Board Member of the Hellenic National Opera, the 
Kalamata International Dance Festival (as a representative of the Ministry of Culture), the EBU (European 
Broadcasting Union) Music and Dance Specialists Committee, and as an Advisory Board member of the 
Athens Festival, he strives to pass on his zeal for Art and Culture to the next generation.

Master of Ceremonies

Award Statue created by sculptor Athena Politopoulou-Kargsten, PIERCE ‘56 & ‘57

“I became the person I am thanks to the education I received through scholarships…
Supporting talented and deserving students is not just philanthropy, 

it is a duty and an investment in future accomplishments…”
Alexis Kostalas
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